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New Yorkers who have overcome significant personal barriers to secure and maintain jobs to be honored by Council Member Steve Levin, widely-acclaimed adventurer and writer, Barbara Hillary, and others
New York – May 25, 2010, 6 PM
HOPE Program Graduation Ceremony
St Francis College, 182 Remsen Street, Downtown Brooklyn


(New York City)The HOPE Program’s annual Graduation Ceremony on the evening of May 25, 2010 will celebrate the success of New Yorkers who have overcome significant personal barriers to secure and maintain jobs over the past year.  Council Member Steven Levin will honor HOPE students who recently earned their high school equivalency diplomas.  The keynote speaker for the event will be Barbara Hillary, who at the age of 75 became the first African American woman to trek to both the North and South Poles.  Ms. Hillary has appeared on Good Morning America, CNN, and NY1.  Additional guests may include Assemblywoman Joan Millman and Council Members Letitia “Tish” James and Darlene Mealy.  
Local business partners who provide internships and employment opportunities to HOPE graduates will also be recognized, alongside an outstanding partner program, and an exemplary local volunteer who makes a profound impact on HOPE’s students and graduates.  
“We see every day how securing that first job and working toward career advancement transforms lives – particularly for men and women who have faced challenges.  Ms. Hillary’s courageous story of breaking barriers to reach new heights will resonate with our graduates and will be inspirational to us all,” said HOPE Interim Executive Director Gregory Thomas.  “We are also honored for the opportunity to celebrate with so many of our elected officials, whose support and endorsement makes our work possible.”  
About The HOPE Program – www.thehopeprogram.org
The HOPE Program is a work readiness training, job placement assistance and career advancement program which has empowered New York’s poorest residents to transform their lives for over 27 years. What makes HOPE unique is our outcomes-driven approach to student success and commitment to helping clients retain and advance in their jobs.  Experts in the field note that the intensity of our robust services coupled with a caring and respectful environment set us apart from other workforce development organizations, and yields strong results.  Notably, we consistently achieve 70% job placement and 90-day and one-year retention rates of 90% and 65% respectively.  

 

HOPE serves clients with severe barriers to success.  For example, nearly half of HOPE clients have histories of substance abuse and half have conviction histories.  Over 40% did not complete high school or a GED.  To help address these barriers, HOPE provides a wide range of services that support job placement and retention, including:  hundreds of hours of intensive work readiness training, focusing on literacy, math, computer skills, customer service, resume writing, and interview prep, among other skills; GED preparation; internship experience; mental health services; on-site daily meals; transportation stipends; and ongoing vocational counseling and support.  

About Barbara Hillary
After retiring as a Professional Nurse with a focus on gerontology, Barbara Hillary became fascinated with arctic travel. She found new challenges learning snowmobiling and dog sledding in the United States and Canada. During this time she became aware that no African-American woman had reached the North Pole. On April 23, 2007, after overcoming many obstacles Hillary reached the North Pole. 

In addition to adventure trekking, Barbara remains active in community improvement.  She was the founder or the Arverne Action Association as well as founder and Editor-in-Chief of The Peninsula Magazine. Barbara has received many awards, including the a Special Citation from the U.S. House of Representatives and the “Individual of Inspiration and Dedication” award from the Office of the Borough President, the Honorable Marty Markowitz, Brooklyn, New York. More information about Ms. Hillary can be found at her website: www.barbarahillary.com
